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Moorthorpe Primary School with Inclusion Resource

Music Policy – October 2023
Date of publication:
October 2023
                Review date: October 2025
This policy should be read in conjunction with: Teaching and Learning Policy
Introduction
Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum which has an increasingly high profile at Moorthorpe, especially since we embarked on our Artsmark journey from September 2023. We recognise music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children and is a vehicle for personal expression, which can play an important part in the personal development of pupils. At the end of every teaching cycle parents/carers are invited in for a celebratory performance.
Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to describe our practice in music taught at Moorthorpe Primary and the principles upon which this is based. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility not only of the specialist music teacher but of the whole of the teaching staff.

Aims 
Our Music curriculum aims to ensure that all Moorthorpe pupils will:

- learn to play an instrument competently.

- perform in a concert.

- share music with the wider community.

- use a variety of musical instruments.

- value the joy of singing collectively

- experience a broad range of musical genres

- appreciate the most iconic bands and performers from British music history.

- be aware of musicians whose originality has influenced the work of others.

- develop an open mind towards to the musical taste of others.

- learn and talk the language of music.

- be aware of the emotional and cognitive benefits of learning about and enjoying music.
Wider school ethos

It also plays an important part in helping children to feel part of the community: one of our school aims is: To maintain and develop strong, respectful partnerships with families and our local communities to enable children to become well-rounded citizens. We love to share our music talents with the wider community through concerts in school and singing in the community.
Procedures and practice:
Our Music curriculum in Years 1 to Year 6 is predominantly taught by Nadine Gray from Wakefield Music Service on Wednesdays.

KS1: Children are taught for three half-terms per year (currently February to July). Lessons explore 'Music through story'

LKS2: Children are taught for three half-terms per year (currently September to February). Lessons explore 'Singing, rhythm, pulse and rhyme'

UKS2: Children are currently taught for two half-terms per year (Year 6 - September to December, Year 5 - January to April, Year 5/6 - April to July). This rotates on a two-year cycle. In 2023/24 children are taught Samba Drumming, and in 2024/25 they will be taught Ukuleles. 

At the end of each teaching cycle parents are invited in for a celebratory performance.

All KS1 and KS2 children have a weekly singing session as in the hall linked to different themes, festivals or times of the year (Harvest, Easter etc)
Christmas carol services and productions take place each year and this collection of music is shared in the community and at local residential homes in the festive season.

Extra-curricular opportunities form an important part of the musical life of the school and our KS2 school choir participates in Young Voices concert each year; enjoying the experience of performing on a large scale in a great arena to a huge audience, alongside incredible artists. 
Music lessons, for which a fee is required unless children receive pupil premium funding, are available during the school day in guitar, violin and brass, through Wakefield Music, (specialist teachers). 
Inclusion:

Musical activities are planned in such a way so as to encourage full and active participation and enjoyment by all children irrespective of ability. Equal value and consideration are given to music from all cultures.
Active lessons:

Physical activity will be encouraged in music where appropriate, to increase daily physical activity in line with the Government’s aim of the 30:30 offer, eg standing up and adding body actions/movements to songs.
Roles and responsibilities:

Mrs Currie currently holds responsibility for Music at Moorthorpe Primary as part of ‘The Arts’ and is supported by the headteacher (Mrs Birdsall) who sets out the provision for music in assemblies and liaises with Tracy Ryder at Wakefield Music Services to plan music provision in school. Nadine Gray delivers the class specialist music sessions and leads whole school singing assemblies.
Both assistant heads play a lead role in the Christmas productions and Mrs Jackson runs our Young Voices choir.
Resources:

We have music trollies with our own percussion instruments but the Wakefield Music Service supplements this for specialist lessons such as the Samba Drumming, ukuleles and percussion.
Assessment:

While there are currently no specific arrangements for the assessment of music, teachers and specialists make on-going observations and assessments which will inform our end of year reporting to parents. Video clips of sessions are uploaded to our school/class Dojo pages to share with our school community and showcase their learning.
With our new focus on wider curriculum assessment, it is our intention for staff to upload videos onto Seesaw to use for monitoring and assessment purposes.
Monitoring and evaluation:

The SLT are responsible for monitoring music throughout school. Music will be a focus for further development in 2024/25 as part of our Artsmark project and we will work alongside music leaders in The Wakefield Trust to share best practice and focus on how best we can assess the impact of the learning that has taken place.
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